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Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Morecambe  and  Heysham. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 

of  the  Borough  of  Morecambe  and  Heysham. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  annual  report  on  the  health  of 
the  borough  during  1946. 

The  form  of  the  report  and  the  matters  dealt  with  are  in 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

During  1946  the  depletion  of  staff  during  the  war  years 
was  largely  repaired  and  this  enabled  the  department  to 
undertake  again  important  work  that  had  for  some  years  been 
suspended.  In  particular  a  great  deal  more  time  was  devoted  to 
the  work  of  ensuring  that  food  reached  the  consumer  in  clean 
and  sound  condition.  Circumstances  since  1939 — scarcity  of 
wrapping  paper,  shortage  of  staff,  lack  of  machinery,  delays 
and  difficulties  in  transport,  the  passage  of  scarce  food  through 
unauthorised  channels,  and,  no  doubt,  sheer  weariness  under 
the  burden  of  scarcities  and  regulations — have  all  contributed 
to  an  undoubted  lowering  throughout  the  country  of  the  stan¬ 
dards  of  clean  and  wholesome  food  common  before  the  war. 
Much  of  the  widespread  gastra-intestinal  illness  of  recent 
years  must  be  attributable  to  these  conditions ;  and  while  the 
conditions  remain,  as  they  seem  likely  to  do  for  a  long  time  to 
come,  the  conscientious  care  of  all  persons  handling  food  and 
continual  supervision  by  local  authority  inspectors  must  com¬ 
pensate,  as  far  as  possible,  for  the  lost  safeguards. 

Figures  given  in  the  following  report  shew  the  work  that 
has  been  done  in  helping  the  proprietors  and  staffs  of  food 
premises  to  ensure  the  safety  of  their  products,  and  I  should 
like  to  record  the  fact  that  it  has  been  our  very  pleasant 
experience  to  receive  the  most  willing  co-operation,  almost 
without  exception,  from  these  proprietors  and  their  staffs.  I 
think  I  might  also  justifiably  comment  that  this  co-operative 
spirit  is  due  in  some  measure  to  the  reasonable  and  tactful 
way  in  which  your  sanitary  inspectors  carry  out  their  work. 

The  health  of  the  town,  in  so  far  as  it  is  reflected  in  the 
figures  of  notifiable  disease,  was  good  in  1946,  but  it  cannot 
be  forgotten  that,  while  our  two  great  problems  of  inadequate 
sewage  disposal  and  lack  of  houses  are  unsolved,  our  good 
health  record  remains  far  too  vulnerable  to  chance  misfortune. 
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I  am  giad  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  support  given 
to  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  by  the  members  of  the 
Health  Committee  and  of  the  Council,  and  my  gratitude  to  the 
staff  of  the  department  and  my  fellow  officials  for  their  ready 
assistance  at  all  times. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  F.  LYLE,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  BOROUGH 


Area  in  acres  (not  including  foreshore)  .  3,665 

Population  at  1931  Census .  24,542 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 

mid-year,  1946  . j .  37,300 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  Census,  1931  .  5,749 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1946  (according  to  rate 

books)  .  10,702 

Rateable  value  .  £294,915 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  .  £1,208 


The  greater  part  of  the  population  of  the  borough  is 
divided  between  those  who  have  sought  a  healthy  and  pleasant 
town  in  which  to  live  after  their  retirement  from  active 
business  or  professional  life  and  those  whose  occupation  it  is 
to  provide  the  attractions  of  a  flourishing  sea-side  resort. 

In  spite  of  some  expansion  of  industry  during  the  war 
years,  nothing  has  occurred  to  alter  the  character  of  the 
borough  as  a  holiday  centre :  such  industries  as  we  have  are 
inoffensive  and  are  located  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town. 

The  social  amenities  of  the  borough  are  still  suffering 
from  the  delay  in  returning  some  of  the  larger  hotels  to  their 
proper  functions :  either  they  remain  in  the  occupation  of 
government  departments  or  have  not  yet  been  repaired  and 
redecorated  after  rough  usage. 

The  number  of  visitors  to  the  town  in  1946  gave  proof 
that  Morecambe  and  Heysham’s  popularity  is  a  solid  and 
expanding  asset. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


4 

Births. 

Live  Births —  Male  Female 

Legitimate  .  .  241  ...  239 

Illegitimate  .  25  ...  15 


Total  .  266  ...  254 

Still  Births —  Male  Female 

Legitimate .  6  ...  9 

Illegitimate .  1  ...  1 


Total  .  7  ...  10 

Deaths 

Total  Male  Deaths  . .  ...  278 

Total  Female  Deaths  .  292 


Total  (Male  and  Female)  .  570 

Infant  Deaths  (under  one  year  of  age)  Male  Female 

Legitimate  .  14  ...  10 

Illegitimate  .  1  ...  — 


Total  .  15  ...  10 


Puerperal  Deaths 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  sepsis  or  from  other 
maternal  causes  in  1946. 

Deaths  From  Cancer. 

Male  Female 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity,  oesophagus, 


uterus .  3  ...  5 

stomach  and  duodenum  .  8  ...  5 

breast .  —  ...  6 

all  other  sites .  29  ...  22 


Total  .  40  ...  38 


Deaths  From  Infective  Diseases. 

Male  Female 


Influenza .  3  ...  2 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  .  1  ...  — 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System .  6  ...  4 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis .  2  ...  2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis  1  ...  — 

Syphilitic  diseases  .  —  ...  1 


Deaths  From  Diarrhoea  of  Children  Under  Two  Years  of  Age. 

Male  Female 
—  ...  1 
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The  Still  Birthrate  for  1946  was  31  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 

The  Deathrate  of  legitimate  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was  50  per  1,000  legitmate 
live  births,  while  the  rate  for  illegitimate  infants  was  25  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births,  giving  a  deathrate  of  48  for  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births. 


Table  of  Deaths  From  All  Causes. 


Male  Female  Total 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  —  ...  —  ...  — 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  Fever .  1  ...  —  ...  1 

3.  Scarlet  Fever . . .  ...  —  ...  —  ...  — 

4.  Whooping  Cough  .  —  ...  —  ...  — 

5.  Diphtheria  .  —  ...  —  ...  — 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respir.  System  6  ...  4  ...  10 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  2  ...  2  ...  4 

8.  Syphilitic  Diseases .  —  ...  1  ...  1 

9.  Influenza .  3  ...  2  ...  5 

10.  Measles  .  —  ...  —  ...  — 

11.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio¬ 

encephalitis  .  1  ...  —  ...  1 

12.  Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis  ...  —  ...  —  ...  — 

13.  Cancer  of  Buc.  Cav.  and  Oesoph. 

and  Uterus  .  3  ...  5  ...  8 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  &  Duodenum  8  ...  5  ...  13 

15.  Cancer  of  Breast  .  —  ...  6  ...  6 

16.  Cancer  of  all  Other  Sites  .  29  ...  22  ...  51 

17.  Diabetes  .  5  ...  7  ...  12 

18.  Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions...  33  ...  56  ...  89 

19.  Heart  Diseases .  95  ...  118  ...  213 

20.  Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory 

System . ...  15  ...  9  ...  24 

21.  Bronchitis .  9  ...  16  ...  25 

22.  Pneumonia . ...  3  ...  4  ...  7 

23.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ......  2  ...  3  ...  5 

24.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  4  ...  1  ...  5 

25.  Diarrhoea  Under  2  Years  .  —  ...  1  ...  1 

26.  Appendicitis  .  —  ...  —  ...  — 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases .  10  ...  5  ...  15 

28.  Nephritis .  6  ...  3  ...  9 

29.  Puerperal  &  Post  Abortion  Sepsis  —  ...  —  ...  — 

30.  Other  Maternal  Causes  .  —  ...  —  ...  — 


32.  Congenital  Malformations,  Birth 

Injury,  Infantile  Diseases .  8  ...  4  ...  12 

33.  Suicide .  3  ...  1  ...  4 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents  .  2  ...  —  ...  2 

35.  Other  Violent  Causes .  —  ...  4  ...  4 

36.  All  Other  Causes  .  24  ...  10  ...  34 
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MAIN  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1946  COMPARED 


f) 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 


Laboratory  and  Hospital  Facilities. 

There  was  no  change  in  these  during  1946.  For  laboratory 
investigations  we  rely  mainly  on  the  County  Laboratory  in 
Preston,  the  Pathology  Department  of  the  Preston  Royal 
Infirmary  and  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  Slyne  Road. 

Ambulance  Services. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  administration  of  the 
various  ambulance  services  since  my  last  report. 

An  accident  ambulance  service,  for  which  there  are  two 
vehicles  stationed  at  the  Fire  Station,  is  provided  by  the 
Corporation.  The  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  ambulances, 
of  which  there  are  3,  remove  cases  of  sickness,  and  the  Cor¬ 
poration  make  an  annual  grant  of  £250  to  the  Brigade.  Cases 
of  infectious  diseases  are  taken  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  in 
Slyne  Road  by  the  ambulance  attached  to  that  hospital. 

During  the  year  ended  March  31st,  1946,  the  accident 
ambulance  service  answered  158  calls. 

During  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1946  the  St.  John 
ambulances  removed  728  cases. 

From  a  date  in  1948,  provisionally  July  5th,  a  new  Local 
Health  Authority  will,  in  accordance  with  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946,  assume  responsibility  for  the  provision  of 
all  necessary  ambulance  services.  In  so  far  as  we  are  con¬ 
cerned  the  new  Local  Health  Authority  will  be  the  County 
Council,  and  this  Corporation  will  lose  its  present  accident 
ambulance  service. 

Section  27  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  imposes  on 
the  County  Council  much  wider  duties  than  were  imposed  by 
previous  legislation  on  local  authorities.  The  County  Council 
will  be  required  “  to  make  provision  for  securing  that  ambu¬ 
lances  and  other  means  of  transport  are  available,  where 
necessary,  for  the  conveyance  of  persons  suffering  from  illness 
or  mental  deficiency,  or  expectant  or  nursing  mothers,  from 
places  in  their  area  to  places  in  or  outside  their  area.”  The 
definition  of  illness  in  the  Act  is  made  to  include  “  any  injury 
or  disability  requiring  medical  or  dental  treatment  or  nurs¬ 
ing;”  it  includes,  therefore,  street  accidents. 

Although  the  Act  permits  the  Local  Health  Authority  to 
fulfil  their  duties  under  Section  27  “  by  making  arrangements 
with  voluntary  organisations  or  other  persons  for  the  provision 
by  them  of  ambulances,  transport  and  staff,  ’  ’  it  seems  unlikely 
that  the  County  Council  will  delegate  their  powers  in  such  a 
way  as  to  leave  things  as  they  are  at  present.  The  division  of 
ambulance  services  into  a  sickness  service  and  an  accident 
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service  separately  administered  is  probably  not  the  most 
reasonable  way  in  which  to  manage  affairs,  and  so,  though 
there  is  good  reason  to  regret  the  probable  disappearance  of 
yet  another  voluntary  service  activated  by  humanitarian 
ideals,  one  must  expect  that  1948  will  see  the  end  of  a  long 
record  of  fine  work  done  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  in 
the  transport  of  sick  persons  in  this  town. 

One  particular  point  about  ambulance  services  may  be 
noted.  There  is  no  provision  in  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
for  vehicles  used  only  for  the  transport  of  the  dead.  It  is,  I 
understand,  not  thought  that  a  vehicle  for  this  purpose  is 
necessary,  as  ambulance  attendants  are  not  qualified  to  decide 
whether  a  person  is  dead  or  not.  In  general  that  is  true,  but  in 
coastal  towns  there  is  the  particular  circumstance  of  bodies 
that  are  recovered  from  the  sea  after  a  long  period  of  immer¬ 
sion.  In  such  cases  the  diagnosis  of  death  requires  no  expert 
knowledge  and  the  corpses  are  in  a  condition  that  would  seem 
to  preclude  their  removal  in  an  ordinary  ambulance.  While 
the  accident  ambulance  service  has  been  the  responsibility  of 
this  Corporation  a  vehicle  other  than  the  ambulance  has  been 
kept  for  the  removal  of  the  dead,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  new 
authority  will  see  their  way  to  continue  this  practice. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

With  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  the 
County  Council  became  responsible  for  all  the  publicly  admin¬ 
istered  clinics  serving-  the  borough.  These  comprise  the  Mater¬ 
nity  and  Child  Welfare,  Ante-natal  and  School  Clinics  which 
are  held  within  the  borough,  and  the  Tuberculosis  and 
Venereal  Diseases  Clinics,  which  are  held  in  Lancaster. 

Nursing“  Homes. 

There  were  2  registered  nursing  homes.  There  were  no 
important  causes  of  complaint  in  either  of  these. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

There  were  no  changes  during  the  year  in  the  source  of 
supply.  The  purity  of  the  water,  checked  by  39  chemical  and 
14  bacteriological  analyses,  was  satisfactory.  Chlorination 
was  not  required. 

The  following  figures  of  consumption  show  an  increase 
over  1945  for  both  Morecambe  and  Ileysham  : — 

Morecambe,  1946  .  446,669,000  gallons. 


1945 

Increase 
ITeysham,  1946 
1945 

Increase 


426,132,000 

20,537,000 

148,275,000 

147,268,000 

1,007,000 
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Average  daily  consumption — Morecambe  1,111,219  gallons. 

Heysham  406,232 

Total .  1,517,451  ,, 

All  dwelling  houses  are  supplied  direct  from  public  mains. 

The  quality  of  the  water  is  excellent,  but  in  one  part  of 
the  borough,  Higher  Heysham,  the  quantity  is  at  times 
inadequate.  The  inadequacy  is  due  to  insufficient  storage 
capacity  and  inadequate  pressure.  It  is  hoped  that  in  1948  this 
defect  may  be  remedied  by  increasing  the  capacity  of  the  high 
level  surface  reservoir  and  providing  additional  mains. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Closet  Accommodation  : — 

No.  of  houses  on  water  carriage  system  . .  11,000 

,,  „  fresh  water  closets  .  12,000 

,,  „  waste  water  closets .  36 

,,  ,,  middens .  5 

,,  „  closets  attached  to  middens  .  5 

„  „  dry  ashpits  (excluding  middens)  ...  2 

„  ,,  movable  ashbins  . 11,500 


The  following  notes  on  the  work  done  during  1946  and  on 
the  prospects  of  the  main  sewerage  scheme  at  the  end  of  the 
year  have  been  supplied  by  Mr.  Ivilvington  to  whom  my  thanks 
are  due. 

CLEANSING  OF  DYKES 

All  the  main  dykes  within  the  borough  are  thoroughly 
cleaned  by  the  employees  of  the  Sewerage  Department. 

The  main  dyke  bordering  the  Morecambe  Golf  Club  has 
received  special  attention  and  has  been  regraded  throughout 
its  whole  length. 

Certain  subsidiary  dykes  in  close  proximity  to  existing 
development  have  also  been  cleaned  out.. 

During  1946  the  Council  has  increased  the  extent  of  their 
dyke  cleaning  operations  in  the  interests  of  health  and  amen¬ 
ity,  and  in  consequence  appeals  have  appeared  in  the  press 
asking  the  public  to  play  their  part  in  maintaining  the  clean¬ 
liness  of  subsidiary  dykes.  In  nearly  every  instance  of  nuisance 
the  offensing  material  is  garden  refuse. 

The  County  Council  have  been  responsible  for  the  clean¬ 
ing  of  the  new  Main  Dyke  to  the  River  Dune. 

Attempts  were  made  during  the  year  to  lessen  the 
irritation  caused  by  mosquitoes.  Certain  dykes  were  sprayed 
with  a  compound  developed  for  the  work  of  malaria  control, 
and  this  will  be  maintained  and  more  extensively  carried  out 
in  future  years. 
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NEW  SEWERAGE  SCHEME 

No  start  was  possible  on  the  new  main  Sewerage  Scheme 
but  good  progress  was  made  in  negotiations  with  both  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Contractors  who  will  carry  out  the 
work. 

The  tender  for  the  new  Main  Pumping  Station  has  been 
accepted  and  a  contract  is  now  being  prepared.  .Negotiations 
were  continued  for  the  tender  for  the  new  Main  Outfall  Sewer. 

Flooding  of  basements  during  times  of  heavy  rainfall 
have  been  the  direct  consequence  of  the  present  inadequate 
sewerage  scheme,  but  with  the  completion  of  the  two  contracts 
mentioned  above  it  is  hoped  to  reduce  very  materially  the 
number  of  such  occurrences. 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  DURING  1946 

Number  of  : — 

Houses  disinfected . 

Articles  disinfected  . 

Rooms  fumigated . 

Number  of  times  steam  disinfector  used . 

Visits  to  workplaces . . 

Visits  to  dykes,  etc . 

Number  of  miscellaneous  visits . 

Visits  to  stables  and  piggeries . 

Complaints  and  Nuisances  : — 

Number  of  complaints  received . 

„  „  nuisances  discovered . 

,,  „  nuisances  abated . 

„  ,,  informal  notices  served . 

„  „  formal  notices  served . 

„  „  permits  issued  to  obtain  materials . 

Legal  proceedings  taken . 

Summary  of  Nuisances  dealt  with  : — 

Accumulation  of  Filth  . 

Beetle  Infestation . 

Damp  Walls . 

Defective  bath  waste  pipe . 

,,  boiler  flue . 

„  ceilings . 

„  drains  . 

,,  eavesgutters .  . . .  ... 

,,  floors . . . 

,,  floorboards . 

,,  fireplaces  . 

„  gullies . .  ... 

„  pointing . 


107 

1126 

129 

188 

8 

O 

O 

363 

23 


396 

338 

296 

253 

24 

28 


6 

o 

o 

8 

i 

i. 

2 

o 

O 

8 

13 

4 

4 

9 

4 

4 
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Defective  roofs . 

„  rainwater  downspout  .. 

„  sinks . 

,,  sink  waste  pipe . 

„  sashcords  . 

„  soilpipes . 

„  window  frames . 

,,  W.  C.  pedestal  . 

„  W.  C.  flushpipe . 

Dirty  houses . 

„  caravan  . 

Choked  drains . 

„  gullies . 

,,  soilpipes . 

„  W.C’s . 

„  W.W.C’s . 

Insufficient  water  supply . 

,,  yard  drainage . 

Fly  infestation . 

Loose  skirting  boards . 

Offensive  smells . 

„  condition  of  septic  tank 

„  „  „  ashpits  .. 

Perished  wallplaster . 

Smoky  chimneys . 

Verminous  rooms! . 

Water  in  cellars . 


14 

G 

1 

1 

9 

2 

3 

10 

3 

o 

U 

1 

51 

18 

4 
49 

4 

9 


1 

8 

1 

o 

O 

10 

1 

3 

10 


Supply  of  Dust  Bins. 

76  informal  notices  served  requiring  the  provision  of  95 
dust  bins. 

Number  of  formal  notices  served  .  2 

Legal  proceedings . . .  — 

Camping:  Sites. 

There  are  four  camping  sites  in  the  borough  licensed  by 
the  local  authority  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  and  all  four  were  in  use. 

The  inadequacy  of  legislation  intended  to  control  camping 
has  been  referred  to  in  previous  years.  The  limitations  of  the 
powers  of  local  authorities  in  this  matter  are  so  severe  that 
disorderly  camping,  and  camping,  so  called,  that  is  in  fact 
semi-permanent  occupation  of  unlicensed  structures,  are 
encouraged  and  invited. 

Faced  with  the  impossibility  of  exercising  reasonable  con¬ 
trol  over  campers,  local  authorities  dare  not  extend  to  those 
who  would  establish  and  maintain  decent  and  orderly  grounds 
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the  facilities  to  do  so,  and  the  cheap  and  popular  caravan 
holiday  is,  in  the  interests  of  other  visitors  and  of  residents, 
condemned. 

The  Morecambe  and  Heysham  Council  have  decided  that 
they  will  not,  on  any  grounds  whatsoever  and  no  matter  how 
reputable  the  applicants,  license  any  more  camping  grounds 
in  the  borough. 

Swimming  Baths 

The  municipally  owned  Super  Swimming  Stadium  was  the 
only  one  open  during  the  year.  It  is  a  fine  asset  to  the  borough, 
not  only  as  a  holiday  attraction,  but  also  as  a  means  of  healthy 
recreation  and  education  for  the  resident  youth.  The  efficiency 
of  the  filtration  and  chlorination  plants  is  assured  by  frequent 
chemical  examinations  of  the  water. 

Disinfestation. 

Number  of  verminous  houses  inspected .  58 

„  ,,  ,,  ,,  re-inspected  .  41 

,,  „  ,,  „  disinfested .  30 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  three  premises  in  which  offensive  trades  are 
conducted :  in  two  of  these  the  trade  is  tripe  dressing  and  in 
the  third  it  is  gut  scraping. 

All  were  satisfactorily  conducted. 

Number  of  visits  ...  . . . . .  ...  12 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

39  inspections  were  made  during  the  year.  No  legal  action 
was  necessary. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 

The  work  done  in  tracing  and  destroying  rats  and  mice 
was  carried  on  throughout  the  year  and  met  with  the  approval 
of  the  Divisional  Rodent  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 
The  more  thorough  cleansing  of  the  dykes  which  was  begun 
this  year  will  make  the  control  of  these  vermin  easier. 

During  the  year  the  rat-catcher  carried  out  the  following 
work  : — 


Number  of  premises  visited . 

...  327 

,,  visits  to  above  premises 

...  1704 

,,  tins  of  poison  issued  ... 

...  143 

•n 

„  rats  and  mice  killed  ... 

...  574 

V) 

,,  visits  by  inspectors . 

...  23 
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HOUSING. 

(1)  General  Observations. 

As  a  great  part  of  the  housing  property  in  the  borough  is 
of  relatively  modern  construction  the  general  standard  of 
dwellings  is  good.  The  prevailing  types  are  large  boarding 
houses  and  semi-detached  3-4  bedroom  houses. 

In  the  older  parts  both  of  Morecambe  and  Heysham  there 
are  houses  built  very  many  years  ago  without  adequate  damp 
proofing  and  with  structural  defects  due  to  age  which  are  not 
now  satisfactorily  repairable :  in  these  houses  the  commonest 
complaint  is  of  dampness. 

There  are  families  living  in  caravans ;  some  of  which  are 
in  a  poor  state  of  repair  and  some  overcrowded.  The  only 
humane  method  of  bringing  this  caravan  life  to  an  end,  for  the 
families  cannot  simply  be  put  on  the  street,  and  of  terminating 
the  occupation  of  the  unsatisfactory  houses  in  the  older  parts 
of  the  borough,  is  by  building  new  houses ;  and  this,  in  spite 
of  the  utmost  efforts  of  the  Housing  Committee,  is  a  slow  and 
difficult  business. 

(2)  Housing  Needs. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1488  families  living  in  rooms  were 
waiting  for  houses.  The  three  bedroom  house  is  required  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  great  majority  of  these  families,  but 
there  is  also  a  need  for  a  small,  number  of  houses  with  four 
bedrooms  and  for  smaller  houses,  or  flats,  for  elderly  people 
without  children. 

(3)  Progress  of  Local  Authority  Schemes. 

During  the  year  14  new  houses  were  completed  and 
occupied  on  the  Hestham  Hill  site,  and  the  completion  of  the 
28  houses  of  that  scheme  could  be  expected  in  the  first  half  of 
the  following  year. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  the  purchase  by  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  44  houses  built  by  private  builders  under  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  92/1946  and  work  was  in  hand  for  building 
124  houses  on  a  new  site  at  Trumacar  Dane. 

There  was  also  in  contemplation  the  eventual  building  of 
another  86  houses  on  the  Trumacar  Dane  site  and  an  estate 


of  170  houses  at  Blackberry  Hall. 

Housing  Acts: 

Number  of  houses  inspected  ...  . .  . .  51 

„  „  ,,  re-inspected . .  .  ...  ...  31 

,,  ,,  visits  to  housing  applicants  .  2 

,,  ,,  applications  for  permitted  number  of 

persons . . .  1 

,,  ,,  formal  notices  served  of  intent  to 

measure  .  . .  2 

,,  „  visits  to  measure  rooms . .  1 

„  „  premises  measured  ...  ...  ...  .  1 
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1  Certificate  issued  showing  permitted  number  for 

1  dwelling. 

Number  of  formal  notices  served  re  absence  of  infor¬ 
mation  in  rent  books . 


Number  of  visits  to  Barrows  Lane  site .  18 

Public  Health  Act. 

Number  of  houses  inspected . .  ...  325 

„  „  „  re-inspected .  215 

„  „  visits  re  drainage .  408 

„  „  re-visits .  126 

„  ,,  drains  tested .  69 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

Number  of  visits  to  farms . 

„  ,,  „  dairies .  • 

„  „  „  „  retail  purveyors . . 

„  „  „  „  wholesale  traders .  i . 

„  „  informal  notices  served . 

„  „  pamphlets  issued . 

„  „  registered  retail  purveyors  . 

„  „  „  wholesale  traders . 

„  „  „  dairies . 

„  „  „  farms . 

Deletions  during  1946 : 

'Retail  purveyors . . . 

Wholesale  traders . 

Dairies . 

Farms . '. 

Transfers  during  1946  (not  included  above)  : 

Retail  purveyors  . 

Wholesale  traders . 

Dairies . 

Farms . . 


Designated  Milks:  (Licences) 

Tuberculin  tested : 

Dealers . 

Supplementary . 

Accredited :  Dealers  Bottling 
Pasteurised :  Supplementary  . 

Bacteriological  Examinations : 


13 
60 

112 

4 

21 

33 

112 

35 

52 

14 

31 

12 

15 

re 


28 

3 

12 

Q 


7 

2 

1 

1 


TYPE 

CLASSIFICATION 

B.  Coli 

Un- 

No.  Sat.  sat. 

Methylene 
Blue  Un- 

No.  Sat.  sat. 

Tubercle  B 
Un- 

No.  Sat.  sat. 

1  Phosphatase 

Un- 

No.  Sat.  sat. 

Total 

Un- 

No.  Sat.  sat. 

Ordinary- 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

50  40  10 

10  10 

50  33  17 

10  10 

42  41  1 

10  10 

10  10 

1  1 

142  114  28 
40  40 

1  1 
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Total  number  of  samples  taken  . 183 

Number  unsatisfactory .  29 

Percentage  unsatisfactory .  15.84 

Other  Bacteriological  Samples: 

Water  (all  satisfactory)  .  3 

Mussels  (all  satisfactory)  .  3 

Cockles  (all  satisfactory)  .  s  1 

Ice  Cream. 

Number  of  visits  to  dealers  . .  347 

„  „  „  ..  manufacturers .  102 

„  ,,  „  „  hawkers .  15 

„  „  premises  inspected .  24 

„  ,,  informal  notices  served .  64 

„  n  pamphlets  issued  .  97 


The  Morecambe  and  Heysham  (Pood)  Order,  1946  came 
into  operation  on  the  9th  December.  This  Order  adopted  the 
provisions  of  section  14  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  and 
repealed  section  88  of  the  Morecambe  Corporation  Act,  1924, 
and  as  respects  the  Borough,  section  116  of  the  L.C.C.  (Rivers 
Board  and  General  Powers)  Act,  1938. 

Section  14  permits  more  effective  control  of  premises  and 
a  survey  is  now  being  carried  out. 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  on  dealers  calling 


attention  to  the  provisions  of  section  14  ...  78 

Certificates  in  force  on  the  31st  December,  1946 : 

Sale .  57 

Storage . 40 

Manufacture .  31 

Sampling : 

Bacteriological : 


36  samples  were  examined  for  total  bacteria  per 
c.c.,  and  for  the  presence  of  coliform  bacillus : 

Coliform  Bacillus : 

Absent  in  1  c.c .  9 

Present  in  1  c.c . .  1 

„  ,,  0.1  c.c. .  3 

,,  „  0.01  c.c .  3 

„  „  0.001  c.c . 20 

Total  bacteria : 


15,000  per  c.c. 

and  below . 

4 

Over  15,000  ,,  ,, 

}  J 

„  25,000  . 

3 

25,000  „  „ 

>> 

,,  50,000  . 

2 

„  50,000  „  „ 

>  > 

„  75,000  . 

O 

u 

„  75,000  „  „ 

„  100,000  . 

1 

„  100,000  „  „ 

>5 

„  150,000  . 

i 

1 

15 

Over  200,000  per  c.c.  &  below  250,000  .  3 

„  250,000  „  „  „  „  300,000  .  1 

„  300,000  „  „  „  „  500,000  .  1 

Too  numerous  to  count .  17 

Overgrown  by  mould .  1 

Chemical : 

9  samples  were  examined  and  the  results  varied 
from  0.32  per  cent,  fat  and  18.91  per  cent,  total 
solids  to  10.7  per  cent,  fat  and  31.5  per  cent, 
total  solids. 

The  average  analysis  was  3.79  per  cent,  fat  and 
22.46  per  cent,  total  solids. 


Food  Preparation: 

Visits  to  food  premises .  108 

,,  ,,  bakehouses  .  208 

,,  „  restaurants  and  kitchens .  87 

„  ,,  fish  friers .  40 

Informal  notices  served . . .  37 

Pamphlets  issued .  145 


Morecambe  and  Heysham  (Pood)  Order,  1946  re¬ 
quires  the  registration  of  premises  where  food  is 
prepared  or  manufactured.  Occupiers  of  known 
premises  have  been  notified  and  inspection  is 
proceeding. 

Informal  notices  served  on  occupiers  of  food 
premises  calling  attention  to  the  provisions  of 


the  above  order .  42 

Informal  notices  as  above  to  fish  friers .  31 

Food  Inspection: 

Number  of  visits  to  slaughter-houses  . .  691 

,,  ,,  ,,  „  food  shops .  118 

„  ,,  ,,  ,,  butchers  .  2 

,,  „  ,,  „  grocers . 23 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  fruiterers .  5 

„  „  „  „  fishmongers .  7 


Action  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Of  the  96  food  samples  taken  during  the  year,  56  were  of 
milk.  Analysis  of  the  milk  samples  gave  the  following  results: 

Deficient  in  Deficient  With 

No.  satisfactory.  solids  not  fat.  in  fat.  added  water 

55  'ill 

(same  sample) 

On  the  advice  of  the  Public  Analyst  the  person  concerned 
in  the  production  of  unsatisfactory  milk  was  warned  and 
further  samples  were  taken. 
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The  articles  other  than  milk  sampled  and  analysed  were 


as  follows  : — 

Article 

Barley . 

Bicarbonate  of  soda 

Bisto  . 

Bread . 

Borax . 

Cocoa  . 

Coffee . 

Coffe  Essence  . 

Dried  milk  . 

Pish  dressing  . 

Fruit  cup . 

Gravy  browning 

Kali  . 

Mercury  Ointment  . 
Mushroom  ketchup. 

Mustard . 

Pudding  mixture  ... 

Saccharine  . 

Sage  &  onion  stuff ’g 

Sausage  . 

Sauce  . 

Seidlitz  powder 
Self  raising  flour  ... 
Semolina  mixture  ... 

Soup . 

Soyagetti . 

Sp.  Sal  Volatile...  ... 

Sp.  Nitre . 

Thyme  &  Parsley 

stuffing . 

Tincture  of  Iodine... 
Vinegar...  . 


Number  Number  found 
examined,  unsatisfactory. 
1  — 

2  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

3  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

2  — 

3  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  1 

2  — 

.  1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

2  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

2  1 


Meat  Inspection. 

No  of  animals  inspected  at  the  slaughterhouse  : — > 


Beasts 
Calves 
Pigs  .. 
Sheep 


2,529 

2,509 

4 

7,817 


Total .  12,859 
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Meat  condemned : 


Bovines : 


Tuberculosis : 

Carcase  and  organs  (generalised  and  with 

emaciation)  . . . 

Part  carcase  . 

Hindquarters  ...  . . 

Forequarters . . 

Heads  and  tongues  . . .  . 

Lungs . 

Spleens . . 

Skirts . 

Udders  (whole)  . . . 

„  (lbs)  . . 

Fat  (lbs)  . ...  ...  . 

Stomachs  . 

Hearts . . . . 

Tails .  . . 

Feet  (Sets  of)  . . .  ... 


39 

1 

8 

5 

249 

420 

115 

139 

2 

556 

490 

73 

70 

38 

1 


Other  Diseases : 


Carcase  and  organs  (Fever)  . 

„  „  „  (Malnutrition)  . 

„  „  „  (Bruising)  . 

„  „  „  (Gangrene)  . 

Part  carcase  (gangrene)  . 

„  (bruising)  . .  . 

Livers  (cirrhosis)  . .  . 

Part  livers  (cirrhosis)  . 

Intestines  (oesophagustomum  columbianum)  ... 

Manifolds  (decomposition) . 

Tails  (contaminated)  .  . 

Fat  (decomposition)  . lbs. 

Beef  (bruised)  . 


2 

t 

L 


2 

2 

1 

1301 

558 

197 

10 

2 

189 

52 


Calves : 


Carcase  and  organs  (Tuberculosis) 
„  „  „  (Moribund) 

„  „  „  (ill  bled)  . 

„  „  „  (Fever)  . 

„  „  „  (Emaciation)  .. 

Veil  (inflammation)  . 

„  (contamination)  . . 

Pluck  (abscesses)  . 

Livers  (Melanosis)  . 

Feet  (decomposition),  sets  of  . 

18 


1 

1 

5 

2 

1 

1 

2 

o 

Cl 

o 


Sheep : 


Carcase  and  organs  (emaciation)  .  10 

„  „  „  (abscesses)  .  2 

„  „  „  (lamb-abscesses)  .  2 

Forequarters  (bruised)  .  2 

Pluck  (flukes)  .  20 

„  (emaciation)  .  1 

„  (abscesses)  .  1 

Livers  (flukes  and  abscesses)  .  2190 

Head . 1 

„  (abscesses)  .  13 

Feet  (decomposition),  sets  of .  06 

Intestines  (oesophagustonum  coFianum)  sets  of  87 


Unsound  Food  (other  than  meat)  surrendered. 

Food  in  Tins  or  Jars  : 

Meat  ( bl own )  . . .  . . . . . tins 

Fish 


Ham,  chopped 
Corned  beef 
Veal  jellied 
Beef  loaf 
Milk 


y> 


77 


77 


77 


77 


77 


77 


77 


77 


77 


77 


77 


Vegetables 
Soup 
Beans 
Spaghetti 
Pears 

Mixed  fruit 
Jam 

Meat  paste 
Marmalade 

Beef  (blown  and  damaged)  . 

Mutton,  corned  (blown  and  damaged)... 

Fish  (decomposed . tins 

Jam  (broken)  . jars 

Sauce  ,,  .  bottles 

Meat  and  Meat  Products : 

Beef  (tainted)  . lb. 

Ham  (decomposed)  . 

Cooked  meat  ,,  . 

Bacon  ,,  and  damage 

Rabbits  ,,  . 

Meat  rissoles  ,,  . 

Meat  pies  ,,  . 

Fruit  and  Vegetables: 

Cauliflowers  (decayed)  .  nets  of 

(unsound) 


.  .tins 

478 

117 

.  lb. 

597 

4 

169 

.  oz. 

42 

..tins 

78 

45 

12 

1 

5 

33 

4 

2 

.  lb. 

2 

54 

'  *  77 

108 

10 

jars 

4 

yy 


t  •  t  ♦  ♦  t  »  ♦ » 


.  lb. 

120 

•  77 

23 

•  77 

134 

*  77 

79| 

62 

119 

73 

s  of 

36 

dozt 

34 
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Oranges 

Plums 

Peaches 

Dates 

Sultanas 

Figs 

Pears 

Tomatoes 

Grapes 
Prunes 
Apples 
Bananas 
Chestnuts 
Fish : 


(decomposed) 

?? 

(mould)  . 

(decomposed) 

7? 

77 

77 

(squashed) 

(unsound) 

77 

77 

(Mould) 

7? 


...  lb.  3601 
...  „  2508 
Trays  3 


lb. 

6 

Q 

Ui 

77 

3i 

77 

58 

77 

26 

77 

536 

7? 

304 

77 

25 

?7 

850 

77 

12 

7? 

54 

Dabs  (decomposed)  .  ,,  196 

Herrings  -  „  . box  1 

Fish  „  . . lb.  588 

Other  Food : 


Barley  (maggot  infested)  . lb. 

Cornflour  (Mould)  . 

Cakeflour  (unsound)  . 

Cheese  (decomposition)  . 

(mould)  . 


r» 


77 


77 


77 


77 


28 

1 

20 

12.1 


„  waste 

(unsound)  . 

13 

Shredded  wheat 

(wet)  . 

.  pckts 

14 

Chocolate 

?  ?  ...  ... 

.  lb. 

6 

Butter 

(rancid)  . 

7 

Margarine 

(unsound)  . 

104 

(rancid)  . 

268 

Potato  Cakes 

(mould)  . 

44 

Flour 

(wet)  . 

.  lb. 

8 

Energen  Bismeal 

y  ?  . 

.  pckts 

10 

Milk  powder 

>7  . 

.  lb. 

112 

Sponge  mixture 

77  . 

.  pckts 

o 

O 

Sugar 

(damp)  . 

.  lb. 

84 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

Hospital  treatment  for  infectious  diseases,  other  than 
smallpox,  is  provided  at  the  Slyne  Road  Hospital,  Lancaster. 
The  Hospital  is  .controlled  by  a  Joint  Board  on  which  the 
Morecambe  and  Heysham  Council  is  represented. 

By  agreement  with  the  Joint  Board  of  the  Fylde,  Preston 
and  G-arstang  Smallpox  Hospital,  cases  of  smallpox  from 
Morecambe  and  Heysham  would  be  removed  to  that  hospital. 

During  1946  the  incidence  for  all  infectious  diseases  was  low 
and  there  is  nothing  remarkable  to  report  about  any  of  them. 

Once  again  there  were  no  deaths  from  diphtheria, 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

NOTIFIED  DURING  1946. 


Notifiable 

Diseases. 

Age  Period  in  Years 

65  and  over 

Total  Cases 

Cases  removed  to 

hospital 

1 

Totd  Deaths 

Under  1 

rH 

CO 

1 

<N 

I 

CO 

o 

rH 

i 

»o 

1C 

rH 

l 

o 

rH 

1 5—20 

20—35 

35  -  45 

45  65 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

12 

6 

2 

2 

27 

24 

Diphtheria . 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

7 

7 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Measles  (excluding 

German  Measles) . 

2 

3 

3 

1 

6 

7 

2 

24 

2 

Whooping  Cough  . 

5 

6 

8 

5 

6 

19 

2 

51 

1 

Acute  Pneumonia 

(Primary  &  Influenzal) 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

9 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

1 

1 

Cerebro-spinal 

fever  . 

1 

1 

1 

Dysentery . 

2 

2 

Erysipelas . 

3 

1 

2 

4 

1 

11 

3 

Malaria 

(contracted  abroad) 

3 

1 

4 

1 

Totals . 

9 

10 

12 

7 

15 

39 

10 

5 

) 

11 

6 

8 

5 

137 

37 

3 

Number  of  visits  of  inquiry  into  notified  cases . 

„  „  re-visits . 

„  „  visits  re  disinfection  . 

„  „  premises  disinfected . 

„  „  miscellaneous  visits . 

„  „  visits  to  small-pox  contacts . 


44 

o 

O 

360 

50 

66 

268 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


The  number  of  children  immunised  under  the  local  auth¬ 
ority’s  scheme  is  given  in  the  table  that  follows.  As  has  been 
previously  pointed  out  these  figures  are  no  indication  of  the 
total  number  of  children  in  the  borough  who  have  been 
immunised:  many  parents  have  their  children  immunised  by 
their  own  private  practitioner  and  of  this  number  we  have  no 
accurate  records. 

As  4-5  years  had  elapsed  since  the  local  outhority  under¬ 
took  diphtheria  immunisation,  special  arrangements  were  made 
to  inform  parents  of  the  necessity  of  maintaining1  the  protec¬ 
tion  conferred  and,  principally  towards  the  end  of  the  year, 
227  reinforcing*  injections  were  given. 

Children  up  to  the  age  of  7  years  are  given  A.P.T. ;  for 
children  over  that  age  T.A.F.  is  used. 
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IMMUNISATION  IN  RELATION  TO  CHILD  POPULATION. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1946. 


AGE  PERIODS 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Years. 

Non. 

Non- 

Respira- 

Respira- 

Respira- 

Respira- 

tory. 

tory. 

tory. 

tory. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0—  1 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

1—  5 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

5—10 

— 

— 

1  1 

— 

— 

—  — 

10—15 

1 

2 

1  2 

— 

— 

1 

15—20 

1 

1 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

20—25 

4 

3 

—  — 

1 

— 

—  — 

25—35 

4 

4 

1  1 

1 

1 

—  — 

35—45 

7 

2 

—  — 

1 

1 

—  — 

45—55 

4 

1 

—  — 

1 

— 

1 

55—65 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

65  and  upwards 

2 

2 

—  — 

— 

— 

-  — 

26 

16 

6  4 

6 

4 

2  2 

- V— 

- y - 

Y 

"Y 

Totals 

42 

10 

10 

4 

EIGHT  YEARS’  TABLE  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  AND 
DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : 


Year. 

Cases  Notified. 

Deaths. 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1939 

7 

16 

9 

5 

1940 

17 

15 

6 

4 

1941 

27 

19 

13 

3 

1942 

20 

7 

12 

3 

1943 

25 

10 

12 

1 

1944 

24 

15 

10 

6 

1945 

19 

13 

8 

5 

1946 

26 

16 

6 

4 

Totals 

165 

111 

76 

31 

24 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : — 


Year. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Deaths. 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1939 

7 

3 

1 

— 

1940 

6 

3 

1 

1 

1941 

6 

4 

1 

— 

1942 

5 

8 

— 

3 

1943 

4 

6 

3 

2 

1944 

7 

6 

4 

2 

1945 

7 

6 

1 

2 

1946 

6 

4 

O 

2 

Totals 

48 

40 

13 

12 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  the  number  of 
new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  in  1946  is  the 
highest  for  five  years.  Figures  for  deaths  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  on  the  other  hand,  were  again  slightly  decreased. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Free  treatment  of  patients  suffering  from  venereal  disease 
is  given  at  a  clinic  administered  by  the  County  Council  at  the 
Public  Assistance  Institution,  2,  Quernmore  Road,  Lancaster. 

The  figures  in  the  following  table  were  kindly  supplied  by 
Dr.  A.  Fessler  from  that  clinic. 


Non- 

Venereal 

Conditions 

Gonorrhoea 

Syphilis 

Totals 

Males 

33 

11 

11 

55 

Females 

10 

4 

4 

18 

Totals 

43 

15 

15 

73 

Information  concerning  the  clinic  and  the  hours  of 
attendance  is  displayed  in  Public  Conveniences. 


PORT  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 

The  general  administrative  arrangements  were  unchanged 
and  the  usual  work  was  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

There  were  18  vessels  from  foreign  ports.  All  were  oil 
tankers  and  were  boarded  and  inspected. 

There  were  no  cases  of  infectious  disease  landed  from 
any  vessel. 

Number  of  visits  to  Tleysham .  75 

beasts  examined .  , ,te  , . ..  299 
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No.  of  outworkers  making  wearing  apparel 


SHOPS  ACTS 


Shops  Acts,  1912 — 36: 

Number  of  visits  to  shops . 

„  „  shops  inspected . 

„  „  revisits . 

„  „  visits  to  wholesale  shops . 

„  „  shops  contravening  closing  hours  . 

„  „  informal  notices  ...  . 

Shops  Act,  1912: 

Number  of  visits  to  shops  . .  ...  . . 

„  „  re-visits . 

Contraventions : 

Absence  of  notice  re  closing  of  shop  on  half  hoi. 
Absence  of  notice  re  assistants’  weekly  half  hoi. 

Absence  of  mixed  business  notice . 

Opening  after  closing  hour  .  ... 

Informal  notices : 

Shop  weekly  half  day . 

Assistants’  weekly  half  day . 

Closing  Hours  ...  .  . 

Verbal  warnings . . . 

Shops  Act,  1913: 

Number  of  visits . 

„  „  contraventions  . 

Shops  Act,  1934: 

Number  of  visits . 

Re-visits . 

Contraventions : 

Unsatisfactory  sanitary  conveniences .  . . 

Absence  of  sanitary  conveniences . . 

„  „  washing  facilities . 

General  Defects . 

Not  exhibiting  form  K . 

„  „  record  of  hours  of  employment  ... 

„  „  abstract . 

Informal  notices : 

Unsat.  and  absence  of  sanitary  conveniences  ... 

Absence  of  washing  facilities  . 

„  „  records  and  notices . 

Exemption  certificates : 

Number  granted  for  sanitary  conveniences . 

,,  withdrawn  for  sanitary  conveniences... 

„  „  for  washing  facilities . 

„  in  force  for  washing  facilities  . 

„  „  „  sanitary  conveniences  ..;  , ,,  , . . 
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387 

43 

104 

9 

o 

O 

2 


71 

30 


15 

44 

8 


13 
18 

2 

14 


8 

o 


40 

9 


10 

7 
1 

30 

24 

6 

18 

8 

21 


•i 

L. 

1 

1 

19 

70 
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Shops  Act,  1936: 

Number  of  visits . 

Contraventions : 

Absence  of  records  and  notices . 

Opening  in  contravention . 

Employing  assistants  on  all  Sundays  in  month... 

Number  of  informal  notices . 

Verbal  warnings . 

Young*  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1938: 

Number  of  visits  . 

„  „  premises  contravening . 

„  „  informal  notices  served . 

,,  „  amusement  arcades  visited  . 

„  „  public  houses  visited . 

„  „  cinemas  visited . 

Pamphlets  Issued: 

Shops  Acts . 

Young  persons . .  . 


13 

9 

1 

22 

8 


18 

4 

4 

3 

3 

7 


87 

r* 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  Cleansing  Superintendent  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  note  on  the  work  of  his  department  during  the  year. 

Difficult  conditions  prevailed  throughout  1946.  It  had 
been  anticipated  that  the  end  of  the  war  would  find  us  with 
a  fleet  of  vehicles  requiring  renewal  or  extensive  overhauling 
and  that  the  visiting  population  would  reach  at  least  pre-war 
standards. 

It  was  not  expected  that  vehicle  replacement  would 
remain  a  problem  for  so  long  and  that  we  should  have  to  wait 
until  nearly  the  end  of  1946  before  the  first  replacements  could 
be  obtained.  This  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  provisional 
orders  had  been  placed  as  far  back  as  1943.  This  delay  held  up 
the  overhauling  programme,  it  being  simply  impossible  to  take 
vehicles  off  the  road. 

The  visiting  population  was  exceptionally  heavy  in  the 
early  part  of  the  season.  The  resident  population  , according 
to  National  Registration  figures,  was  around  42,000  as  com¬ 
pared  with  32,000  in  pre-war  years. 

Labour  remained  difficult.  It  was  evident  that  there  was 
little  desire  to  take  up  Public  Cleansing  work,  especially  street 
sweeping,  if  other  work  was  available. 

The  rate  for  sickness  and  absenteeism  varied  from  10.7 
per  cent,  in  January  to  5.4  per  cent,  in  September  and  then 
surprisingly  dropped  to  1.5  per  cent,  in  December, 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal: 

One  new  S  &  D  Freighter  was  delivered  in  July,  1946  and 
two  at  the  end  of  October.  The  Pagefield  system  was  withdrawn 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

There  is  a  separate  collection  of  fish  waste  and  a  small 
quantity  of  kitchen  waste.  The  bulk  of  the  latter  is  collected 
by  private  individuals.  Waste  paper  from  shops,  offices  and 
industrial  premises  is  also  collected  separately.  Fish  waste  is 
manufactured  into  fertiliser  and  kitchen  waste  into  feeding 
stuff  for  pigs  and  poultry. 

Except  waste  paper  and  other  salvage,  the  remainder  of 
the  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  with  the 
object  of  raising  land  belonging  jointly  to  this  and  Lancaster 
Corporations. 

Street  Cleansing: 

Carried  out  chiefly  by  orderlies.  During  the  holiday  season 
a  Ivarrier  Sweeper-Collector  was  used  and  the  ordinary  staff 
augmented.  A  1250  gall,  trailer  street  washer  is  available  but 
little  use  could  be  made  of  it  owing  to  labour  shortage  and  to 
the  towing  unit  being  required  for  other  purposes. 

Public  Conveniences: 

In  addition  to  the  general  control  the  collection  of  takings 
and  the  wrapping  of  towels  for  all  public  lavatories  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  this  Department.  Receipts  for  those  under  the  control 
of  the  Health  Committee  increased  to  £4,484. 13.11  d.  as  against 
£3,162  in  1945  and  £2,386  in  1938. 


Salvage  and  Offal  Sales,  1946. 


T. 

C. 

Q. 

lbs.  ... 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  paper  . 

268 

6 

2 

— 

1746 

11 

3 

Baled  scrap  . 

37 

13 

2 

— 

67 

16 

5 

Black  scrap  . 

6 

5 

2 

— 

8 

12 

6 

Non-ferrous  metals  . 

1 

7 

2 

— 

45 

5 

9 

Textiles  . 

19 

3 

Q 

o 

— 

257 

5 

5 

Bottles  and  jars . 

2 

5 

1 

7  ... 

22 

5 

7 

Fish  Guano  . 

54 

5 

1 

14  ... 

1190 

9 

8 

Shrimp  Meal . 

3 

11 

2 

— 

59 

10 

5 

Kitchen  waste  . 

44 

2 

2 

— 

193 

9 

3 

Bones  . 

6 

3 

— 

— 

OO 

Oaj 

6 

5 

Miscellaneous . 

2 

7 

o 

o 

— 

6 

19 

o 

O 

Totals . 

445 

12 

_ 

21  ... 

3630 

11 

11 

{ 


29 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICES 


The  School  Medical  Services  are  now  administered  by  the 
County  Council,  but  the  following  very  brief  summary  of  the 
work  done  during  the  year  should  be  of  interest. 

In  addition  to  the  general  medical  and  dental  inspection 
and  treatment  of  the  children,  specialist  advice  and  treatment 
is  available  at  the  clinics  for  ear,  nose  and  throat  conditions, 
and  for  occular  and  orthopaedic  defects. 

751  children  were  medically  examined  in  the  schools  at 
routine  inspections.  The  number  of  parents  who  attended 
during  the  examination  was  614,  and  this  high  figure  is  a  true 
indication  of  the  admirable  sense  of  parental  responsibility  in 
Morecambe  and  Heysham  families.  It  is  a  common  criticism 
of  English  social  life  that  the  duties  of  parents  to  their  child¬ 
ren  are  increasingly  neglected,  that  this  neglect  is  encouraged 
by  the  extension  of  some  of  the  social  services  and  that  its 
results  are  seen  in  the  law  courts.  The  criticism  in  its  applica¬ 
tion  to  the  whole  country  has  a  great  weight  of  evidence 
behind  it,  but  my  experience  in  Morecambe  and  Heysham  leads 
me  to  believe  that  the  great  majority  of  parents  here  have  an 
interest  in,  and  a  care  for  their  children  not  less  than  that  of 
earlier  generations.  It  is  a  very  small  minority  of  parents  in 
this  borough  whose  children  are  neglected  and  I  doubt  if  that 
minority  is  any  larger  than  it  ever  was.  Whether  the  parents 
who  do  realise  their  responsibilities  have  always  the  knowledge 
or  the  moral  convictions,  without  which  the  best  of  intentions 
may  fail,  is  another  question. 

Of  the  751  children  seen  at  routine  inspections  66  were 
found  to  require  treatment  for  conditions  other  than  defects 
of  nutrition,  uncleanliness  and  dental  diseases. 

In  addition  to  these  routine  inspections  1922  children 
were  seen  either  for  specific  complaints  at  the  clinics  or  as  re¬ 
inspections  in  the  schools. 

In  the  following  table  are  the  main  headings  of  the  defects 
and  ailments  receiving  treatment  at  the  clinics  during  the  year. 
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Disease  or  Defect 


Not  needing  present 
Treated  treatment  but  kept 
under  observation. 


Skin: 


Ringworm  of  scalp  .  — 

„  „  body  .  4 

Scabies .  15 

Impetigo .  49 

Other  skin  diseases  .  113 

Eye: 

Blepharitis .  4 

Conjunctivitis  .  19 

Defective  vision  .  52 

Squint  .  8 

Ear: 

Defective  hearing .  — 

Otitis  media .  12 

Other  ear  diseases .  15 

Nose  and  Throat: 

Chronic  Tonsillitis  .  57 

Enlarged  adenoids  .  3 

Chronic  Tonsillitis  &  adenoids  2 
Other  conditions  .  10 

*  Enlarged  Cervical  Glands .  7 

Defective  Speech:  .  2 

Heart  Disease: 

Organic .  — 

Functional .  — 

Lungs : 

Bronchitis .  4 


Other  non-tubercular  diseases  — 

Tuberculosis : 

Pulmonary .  — 

Glandular .  2 

Other  forms .  — 

Nervous  System: 

Epilepsy  .  — 

Other  nervous  conditions  ...  2 

Skeletal  deformities  .  27 

Various  minor  ailments  &  defects 
(excluding  malnutrition,  un¬ 
cleanliness  &  dental  disease)  492 


7 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

9 

4 


o 

11 

2 

7 

1 


2 


18 


14 


Totals 


915 


92 
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Nutrition  of  School  Children. 

The  provision  of  meals  and  of  milk  in  the  schools  supplies 
a  large  supplement  to  the  family  rations,  and,  in  so  far  as  it 
can  be  assessed  by  a  rather  superficial  physical  examination, 
the  nutrition  of  the  children  may  be  tabulated  as  follows : — 


Excellent  Normal  Slightly  Sub-normal  Bad 

14.5  per  cent.  72.7  per  cent.  12.5  per  cent.  0.3  per  cent. 

Verminous  Conditions: 

Total  number  of  visits  paid  to  schools .  149 

Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during 

the  year .  16 

Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the 

schools .  10961 

Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  ...  356 

Number  of  interviews  with  parents .  168 

Number  of  visits  to  homes .  174 


It  should  be  understood  that  the  356  children  in  this  table 
are  not  356  different  children.  Apart  from  the  accidental  in¬ 
fections  which  occur,  and  which  affect  now  and  again  the  best 
cared  for  children,  there  are  families  which  offend  more  than 
once,  and  whose  children  keep  reappearing  among  the  numbers 
during  the  process  of  training  their  parents  in  better  habits. 

Dental  Inspections  and  Treatment: 

Two  part-time  dentists  are  employed  and  214  sessions 
were  occupied  in  inspection  and  treatment. 

During  the  year  2040  children  were  examined.  Of  these 
1070  were  found  to  require  treatment  and  1022  received  treat¬ 
ment.  There  were  1550  extractions,  876  fillings  and  106  other 
operations. 
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